From: NC Policy Watch [info@ncpolicywatch.com] 

Sent: 3/5/2018 7:25:54 AM 

To: Stallard, Lorea A [/o=Exchangel_abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=742fa809a86c430383d6707ebab07599-lastallard] 
Subject: [External] Monday numbers - A closer look at pretrial release 


External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Send all suspicious email as an attachment to 
Report Spam. 


NC POLICY WATCH 


Stories & voices 
that matter. 


Monday numbers - A closer look at pretrial release 

By Joe Killian 

As Policy Watch continues to examine North Carolina’s for-profit bail industry , it’s worth looking at an 
alternative already in place in many of the state’s largest counties - pretrial release programs that help those 
not deemed a threat or flight risk get out of jail without cash bail. 

22 - The number designated pretrial services programs in place at a county level, mostly administered by 
nonprofits and financed by the individual counties. Those programs service (either fully or in part) up to 40 of 
the state’s 100 counties ( Source: N.C. pretrial service directory) 

97 - The number of localities in Virginia (out of 133) in which the the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice 
Services provides funding for pretrial services. ( Source: Comprehensive Community Corrections Act and 
Pretrial Services Act Annual Report, Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services) 

1 - Number of N.C. counties using an empirically-derived pretrial risk assessment tool (like the Arnold 
Foundation PSA-Court tool) to decide pretrial release conditions. (Source: Upgrading N.C.’s Bail System, 
report from the Pretrial Justice Institute, 2016) 

93 percent - The public safety rate for those released through Mecklenburg County’s current pretrial release 
system, when it was first implemented in 2015. The number represents the rate of defendants who were not 
arrested on new charges after release. ( Source: Mecklenburg pretrial services) 

98 percent - The court appearance rate for those released through Mecklenburg’s program in 2015. ( Source: 
Mecklenburg pretrial services) 

9 - Number of states, including North Carolina, currently operating without a constitutional right to bail. While 
the relevant North Carolina statute speaks of a right to release, the statute both generally and specifically 
points only to a “right to have one’s conditions set,” not actual release. ( Source: Upgrading N.C.’s Bail System, 
report from the Pretrial Justice Institute, 2016) [Read more ... 1 
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Our work is supported by readers like you. 

Help us to continue expanding our aggressive reporting and thoughtful 
commentaries. Make a tax-deductible financial contribution today! 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: To get regular updates from NC Policy Watch,follow us on Facebook and Twitter . 

Join the policy debate at The Progressive Pulse blog. 
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